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Avoiding the Plagiarism Plague

Improper use of quotations 
Incorrectly citing a source
Copying an excessive amount of words/ideas from one source

Things that are considered plagiarism:
1.
2.
3.

Mimi & Eunice, http://mimiandeunice.com/2010/07/30/thief/

Quoting from a Source: 
When using quotes from other sources in your work, be sure to properly cite the quote within your text and cite the
source on your reference / works cited page depending on your format.

Using a Method: 
When using the same method from a source, it’s important to recognize the creator by citing the idea and source. 

This may be using an equation or research method from someone’s research. 

Paraphrasing from a Source: 
When paraphrasing information from a source, cite the information and the source the same way you would with
quotations. 

If you attempt to paraphrase from a source and your statement aligns close to the original, even with citations, it can be
considered plagiarism.

Example: 
Original: “Avoid doing anything that might lead an informed reader to think that you are taking credit for words or ideas
not your own” (Williams & Bizup, 2017, p. 214). 
Paraphrased: It’s important to avoid inaccurate citations that will cause your audience to believe that you are taking
credit for someone else’s work (Williams & Bizup, 2017). 

References
Williams, J. M. & Bizup, J.. (2017). Style: Lessons in clarity and grace. Pearson.

Incorrectly Paraphrasing: 
Avoid misuse of quotations and citations that can cause an informed reader to believe you are trying to take credit
for someone else’s writing or ideas that aren’t yours.

Williams, J. M., & Bizup, J. (2017) Style: Lessons in clarity and grace. Pearson.



Drop-In Quotations:
Drop-in quotations are the most common type of quotes used. This is when you quote four
lines or less from a source and you can integrate the quote into your own paragraph. 

To set up a drop-in quote, you introduce the quote using a verb such as: The author or character
states/claims/comments/notes/stresses/etc. 

Example: 

When talking about Opposite Day, Spongebob states that “Squidward is being the opposite of
Squidward which means he's Spongebob!” (Klein, Lender, & Lawrence, 1999). 

Weave-In Quotations:
They are quotations that are blended into your own writing and they typically only include parts
of the whole quote. 

Example: 

Since it was Opposite Day in Bikini Bottom, Spongebob realizes that by making his house a mess
he was really “making it clean” and since Squidward was making Spongebob’s “yard a wreck” that
must mean that “Squidward is being the opposite of Squidward which means he's Spongebob!”
(Klein, Lender, & Lawrence, 1999). 

References
Klein, C. (Writer & Director), Lender, J. (Writer) & Lawrence (Writer). (1999). Opposite Day. [Season 1

Episode 9]. In S. Hillensburg & P. Tibbitt (Executive Producers), 4 Nickelodeon.
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Block Quotations:
Block quotations are used when you take one long quote from a source that is a certain length
requiring you to separate the quote from the rest of your writing. 

In APA format the rule is: A single quote that is 40 or more words from a source.
In MLA format the rule is: A single quote that is five or more lines from a source. 

To set up a blockquote, you hit enter to go to the next line and indent the same way you would a new
paragraph. When copying the quote, you do not use quotations marks. Once the quote is written out,

you cite the same way you would with a standard quote. 
Example: 
APA Format: Spongebob was perplexed by Squidward's actions on Opposite Day and while trying to
understand the situation, he states: 

I don't get it. I made my house a mess, which was making it clean, which made Squidward clean my
yard, but that really means he's messing it up. But the opposite of clean is filth, which means filth is
clean. (Klein, Lender, & Lawrence, 1999) 
41 Words

MLA Format: Spongebob was perplexed by Squidward's actions on Opposite Day and while trying to
understand the situation, he states: 

I don't get it. I made my house a mess, which was making it clean, which made Squidward clean my
yard, but that really means he's messing it up. But the opposite of clean is filth, which means filth is
clean, that means Squidward is really making my yard a wreck, but I normally wreck my own yard
which means, Squidward is being the opposite of Squidward which means he's Spongebob!
(Opposite Day S01E19) 
Five Lines
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Quotations for repeating a few words are only used for words that are unique to the author/source, not
for “ordinary” words that are commonly used.  

Example:
 
Original quote: 
“Squidward is really making my yard a wreck, but I normally wreck my own yard which means Squidward
is being the opposite of Squidward which means he's Spongebob!” (Hillenburg, 1999).
 
Taking a few “unique” words: 
Since Squidward was wrecking Spongebob’s yard and it was Opposite Day, that “means he’s
Spongebob!” (Hillenburg, 1999). 

The taken words are unique to the show and would not be commonly used by others unless they were
talking about this subject. You do not need to quote commonly used words. 

Taking a few “similar” words: 
Spongebob was surprised that Squidward made his yard a wreck on Opposite Day.   

Even though the words “yard a wreck” is used in the original quote, since they are common words that
would be used in other situations together, they do not require quotations or citations.
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